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Church Part 4 - “Devoted to Doctrine” (10-17-21)


Introduction: 3 weeks ago launched this series - The Word & Spirit together help us grow as a Body


Application (from Acts 2:42-47)

• We need to grow in our knowledge and practice of the Life of Jesus (The Word)

• We need the empowering presence of the Holy Spirit

• We need to learn and grow and live together - The Word & The Spirit change us personally in community


Acts 2:42 (ESV) 
And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the 
prayers.


Today: Devoted to Doctrine (apostle’s teaching), in the context of Fellowship (more on that next week)


1) Doctrine Received 

Matthew 28:19a-20a (ESV) 
(19) Go therefore and make disciples . . . (20) teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.


Note: The teaching of Jesus is the Doctrine to be received! 3 ways to Receive Jesus’ Teaching . . .  

	 a) Read it! 		 (Bible, NT, Letters, Gospels) The Sermon on Mount is a great place to start! 


Matthew 4:23a, 25, 5:1-3 (ESV) 
(23) And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the 
kingdom . . . (25) And great crowds followed him from Galilee and the Decapolis, and from Jerusalem and 
Judea, and from beyond the Jordan. (5:1) Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat 
down, his disciples came to him. (2) And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: (3) “Blessed are 
the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven . . .


Note: Position yourself as a disciple and sit at Jesus’ feet, invite him to teach you as you open the Word 

b) Listen to it!  

• The Apostles & other Followers listened to Jesus teaching 


• The early church (Acts 2:42) devoted themselves to the “Apostles teaching” 


• We have leaders & teachers as well, so humble yourself and listen to others! 


Ephesians 4:11-12 (ESV) 
(11) And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, (12) to equip the 
saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ


c) Study it! Example - Take note of the new believers in Berea when Paul & Silas came to town . . . 

Acts 17:11b (ESV) 
They received the word with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so.


Note: Examining - judge, investigate, enquire into, scrutinize, sift, question
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2) Doctrine Lived  

	 The conclusion of the Sermon on the Mount . . .


Matthew 7:28-29 (ESV) 
(28) And when Jesus finished these sayings, the crowds were astonished at his teaching, (29) for he was 
teaching them as one who had authority, and not as their scribes.


Note: Jesus doctrine (teaching) had weight because he had authority, but what does that mean? 


Matthew 4:23-25 (ESV) 
(23) And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the 
kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction among the people. (24) So his fame spread throughout 
all Syria, and they brought him all the sick, those afflicted with various diseases and pains, those oppressed 
by demons, those having seizures, and paralytics, and he healed them. (25) And great crowds followed him 
from Galilee and the Decapolis, and from Jerusalem and Judea, and from beyond the Jordan.


Note: Jesus words (doctrine) were connected with His action - and His actions were life changing! 


	 Let’s look at a specific example of this from Mark’s Gospel . . .


Mark 1:21-22 (ESV) 
(21) And they went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath he entered the synagogue and was 
teaching. (22) And they were astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as one who had authority, and not 
as the scribes. 


Mark 1:23-26 (ESV) 
(23) And immediately there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit. And he cried out, (24) “What 
have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One 
of God.” (25) But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” (26) And the unclean spirit, 
convulsing him and crying out with a loud voice, came out of him. 


Mark 1:27-28 (ESV) 
(27) And they were all amazed, so that they questioned among themselves, saying, “What is this? A new 
teaching with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” (28) And at once his 
fame spread everywhere throughout all the surrounding region of Galilee.


Note: When Doctrine is lived it ain’t boring! 


Matthew 28:18-19a (ESV) 
(18) And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. (19) Go 
therefore and make disciples . . .


Note: Power is in the place of authority - I don’t grab power, I humble myself to his authority and allow his 
power to have its way. 


• There is so much doctrine “learned” today, but how much is really applied & lived?

• So few of us see his power working through us, because we haven’t first allowed it to work on us! 

• So many issues would be solved simply by granting Jesus Lordship in our lives! 


Application: Consider - Is your life governed by the Life & Teaching of Jesus?




3
3) Doctrine Practiced (Point 3 is really next week’s sermon, but here is a taste)  

This is where community becomes so important - we work this out together in the context of community. 


Church Community is meant to be a common place where we are united in pursuit of the Life of Jesus. 


But, many of us are afraid of hashing this out together how. Why?


• It doesn’t feel safe, because we are more concerned about defending our turf & our positions than we 
are about humbly figuring this out together. 


• It doesn’t feel safe, because so many of us aren’t actually governed by the doctrine of Jesus. Something 
else is actually directing our opinions & the very course or aim of our lives. 


Ephesians 4:11-16 (ESV) 
(11) And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, (12) to equip the 
saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, (13) until we all attain to the unity of the 
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the 
fullness of Christ, (14) so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about 
by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. (15) Rather, speaking the 
truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, (16) from whom the whole 
body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, 
makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.


Note: Church is not just gathering to hear a preacher or prophet. The Church is about people growing . . . 

• The Work of the ministry, the Building-up of Jesus’ body is meant to produce: 

• Living in Unity / Growing in Knowledge / Becoming Mature Spiritual Mothers & Fathers

• The End Goal - to be built up in LOVE


Conclusion: The purpose of being devoted to doctrine is to equip us, but hearing what is taught is not 
enough. We need to learn, live, and practice the Word, empowered by the Spirit’s help, in real living 
community with one another. 


My Challenge to You: You can learn everything we teach in this series & still be no use to the Body. The 
Church does it all the time! Being devoted to doctrine is something more - it’s learning & living the Doctrine of 
Jesus. Practicing it in the context of real community.


Next Week: Let’s explore being “Devoted to Fellowship” 


